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Objective

Setting of common practices

Reducing diverging practices

before NPOs & EPO

Setting of common practices in identified areas where it could be
expected that a more uniform approach would provide the most
beneficial results for users and patent offices.

Common practices will be inspired either by the practice of national
offices or the EPO and will be developed commonly through a mutual
approximation of pre-existing divergent positions.

Reducing or possibly overcoming diverging practices before national
patent offices and the EPO, which complicate the existing European
patent system.
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Benefits for users, national offices, and the EPO

Cost savings

Facilitating patent protection by SME’s

Facilitating mutual re-use of work products and improve cost-effectiveness

Positive impact on the quality of applications and
increasing efficiency by simplifying processes

Positive impact on the harmonisation of IT tools
through more aligned workflows in the relevant patent procedures

Further enhance knowledge cooperation and training for the staff of the national offices

Facilitate for the EPO and the EPC Contracting States to speak with
a common voice in global discussions.
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Consultation process
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Overview and timeline

Jan — Dec 2020

Examination of unity of invention Designation of inventor

Jan 2021 — March 2022

Re-establishment of rights Accordance of a priority date

Jan 2022 — March 2023

Examination of practice of Cll and Al Claim drafting and structure

European Patent Office

(6}



Working method

Working
Group

Common
Practice

Committee on
Patent Law

User
input

European Patent Office



Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Michael Frohlich, D.E.A.
Director, European and International Legal Affairs, PCT
International_legal_affairs@epo.org
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